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NEW HOMONYM, SYNONYM, AND COMBINATIONS
IN THE CHINESE CICADELLIDAE

(HOMOPTERA: AUCHENORRHYNCHA) 1

Ai-Ping Liang^

ABSTRACT: One species of Evacanthinae, Evacanthus uncinatus Kuoh, a preoccupied name, is

renamed Evacanthus kuohi, new name. The hylicine Wania membracioidea Liu is synonymized
with Balalafulviventris (Walker). In Nirvaninae, two new combinations, Sophonia alba (Kuoh),

(Pseudonirvana) and Sophonia nigrifrons (Kuoh), (Pseudonirvana) are reported.

During the preparation of a checklist of Cicadellidae found in China, it

became evident that several nomenclatorial changes in the subfamilies

Evacanthinae, Hylicinae, and Nirvaninae are necessary. In this paper, I offer

replacement name for one homonym, propose one new synonym, and transfer

two species to the correct genus.

EVACANTHINAE

Evacanthus kuohi Liang, NEW NAME

Evacanthus uncinatus Kuoh, 1992: 259, 308, fig. 18 (preoccupied by Evacanthus uncinatus Li,

1989: 337, 339, figs. 1-5).

Kuoh (1992) described Evacanthus uncinatus from a male and a female

collected in Yunnan Province of southwestern China. Because the name E.

uncinatus is preoccupied, I am here proposing the replacement name kuohi, in

honor of the Prof. C.L. Kuoh for his extensive work on the Chinese

Cicadellidae.
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HYLICINAE

Balala fulvlventris (Walker)

Penthimia fulviventris Walker, 1851: 841.

Balala fulviventris (Walker); Distant, 1908: 251, fig. 159; Evans, 1946a: 59, fig. 23; Metcalf,

1962: 14.

Wania membracioidea Liu, 1939: 297, 3 figs. New synonymy.
Balala membracioidea (Liu); China, 1941: 255; Evans, 1946b: 46; Metcalf, 1962: 14.

Liu (1939) described Wania membracioidea as a new genus and species

from Anhui Province of eastern China from a single female in the Heude

Museum, Shanghai, China which is now held in the Insect Collection of the

Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica, Beijing, China. China (1941) syn-

onymized Wania Liu with Balala Distant and established the new combina-

tion Balala membracioidea (Liu). Balala fulviventris (Walker) is a widespread

species ranging from India, east to Burma, Tonkin, Indo-China, southern and

central China, Taiwan, Sumatra, Borneo. I have compared the female holotype
of membracioidea to material of fulviventris from the southern and eastern

China and find them indistinguishable.

N1RVANINAE

Sophonia alba (Kuoh), NEW COMBINATION

Pseudonirvana alba Kuoh, 1992: 293, 314, fig. 52.

Kuoh (1992) described alba in the genus Pseudonirvana from a single

male taken at Dali, Yunnan of southwestern China. Pseudonirvana Baker was

suppressed as a junior synonym of Sophonia Walker by Evans (1947) and has

been accepted by most authors (Viraktamath & Wesley, 1988). I have studied

the holotype of alba which is held in the Insect Collection of the Institute of

Zoology, Academia Sinica, Beijing and find that this leafhopper belongs in

the genus Sophonia.

Sophonia nigrifrons (Kuoh), NEW COMBINATION

Pseudonirvana nigrifrons Kuoh, 1992-292: 314, fig. 51.

Pseudonirvana nigrifrons was described from a single male taken at

Markam of Xizang [Tibet] (Kuoh, 1992). I have examined the holotype of this

species which is held in the Insect Collection of the Institute of Zoology,
Academia Sinica, Beijing and am here also transferring it to the genus

Sophonia.



Vol. 106, No.4, September & October, 1995 211

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I am deeply grateful to Robert L. Blinn and Lewis L. Deitz of the Department of Entomol-

ogy, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, North Carolina, for all their help and generosity. I

wish also to thank M.W. Nielson, Monte L. Bean Life Science Museum, Brigham Young Uni-

versity, Provo, Utah, for his valuable comments in improving the contents of the paper, and Ran-

dall T. Schuh, Department of Entomology, American Museum of Natural History, New York, for

several discussions during the preparation of the paper.

LITERATURE CITED

China, W.E. 1941. A synonymic note on Wania membracioidea. Liu (Homoptera, Jassoidea).

Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 7(11): 255.

Distant, W.L. 1908. Rhynchota, vol. IV. Homoptera and Appendix (Pt.). In: Bingham, C.T. (Ed.),

The Fauna of British India, including Ceylon and Burma. Taylor and Francis, London,

xv+501 pp.

Evans, J.W. 1946a. A natural classification of leaf-hoppers (Homoptera, Jassoidea). Part I.

External morphology and systematic position. Trans. R. Entomol. Soc. London 96: 47-60.

Evans, J.W. 1946b. A natural classification of leaf-hoppers (Homoptera, Jassoidea). Part 2.

Aetalionidae, Hylicidae, Eurymelidae. Ibid. 97: 39-54.

Evans, J.W. 1947. A natural classification of leaf-hoppers (Homoptera, Jassoidea). Ibid. 98: 105-

271.

Ge, Z.L. (Kuoh, C.L.) 1992. Homoptera: Cicadelloidea. In: Chen, S.X. (Ed.), Insects of the

Hengduan Mountains Region, pp. 243-316. Science Press, Beijing. [In Chinese, English

abstract p. 305.]

Li, Z.Z. 1989. A new species of Evacanthus from Guizhou Province (Homoptera: Evacanthidae).

Acta Zootax. Sin. 14: 337-339. [In Chinese, English abstract p. 339.]

Liu, G.K.-C. 1939. On a new genus of Homoptera from Anhwei. China Jour. 31: 295-297.

Metcalf, Z.P. 1962. General Catalogue of the Homoptera. Fascicle VI, Cicadelloidea, Part 2 Hyli-

cidae. Agric. Res. Serv., U.S. Dept. Agric., Washington, D.C., 18 pp.

Metcalf, Z.P. 1963. General Catalogue of the Homoptera. Fascicle VI, Cicadelloidea, Part 6 Eva-

canthidae. Agric. Res. Serv., U.S. Dept. Agric., Washington, D.C., 63 pp.

Metcalf, Z.P. 1963. General Catalogue of the Homoptera. Fascicle VI, Cicadelloidea, Part 7 Nir-

vanidae. Agric. Res. Serv., U.S. Dept. Agric., Washington, D.C., 35 pp.

Viraktamath, C.A. & Wesley, C.S. 1988. Revision of the Nirvaninae (Homoptera: Cicadelli-

dae) of the Indian subcontinent. Great Basin Nat. Mem. 12: 182-223.

Walker, F. 1851. List of the specimens of Homopterous insects in the collection of the British

Museum 3: 637-907.


